HIS-112-03 History of World Civilization 2, 
from 1500 AD (or the last 187,373 days of human history)

“This course examines similarities and differences among the major world civilizations in the modern era. Topics include traditions of governance, art, religion and philosophy, technology, family structure, and everyday life. The course meets General Education “World View” Requirement Area 3.”
Charlestown Campus, D211
Monday and Wednesday 11:30 am to 12:45 pm, Sep 04—Dec 18, 2013 Anno Domini

Description and potential outcomes
Human reality is a war between matter versus spirit.  Sometimes there is peace, but often they contend with one another.  
Matter is unconscious.  It functions according to natural laws and never has exceptions.  The results of its processes are frequently too complicated to perceive or understand, but familiarly, war, economics, biology, and artifacts are matter’s means of materializing every scale and dimension of life.  Life is the original Idea, the original form of spirit.  Spirit is order, or consciousness.  Religion is spirit’s collectivized response to matter’s reduction of everything to dead matter.  But matter exploits the products of spirit as much as it can.  Spirituality is spirit’s response to matter’s exploitation.  It is an eternal conflict, or perhaps a dialectic, a continual back and forth for supremacy.  
Each person is spirit and matter and each person experiences their own life as a conflict between the two.  One can do nothing to change the material or physical aspect of reality.  One simply suffers it or enjoys it.  One can partially determine spirit.  Matter is strictly causal and necessary.  Spirit is partially freedom.  
Most of the content of the past is matter, and all its impersonal activity; it is unconcerned with individual experience.  History gobbles up the personal.  We are victims and beneficiaries of history but not its agents.  We cannot change history because history is only the story we tell of the past.  We cannot change material nature.  We may study it and form notions about it.  We are, however, only agents or actors in the spiritual, of our own souls, but we have a duty to create order, to actualize noble ideas, to make the best possible in the material dimension.  We have a duty to study the past and to take them as materials for a history, one that spiritualizes history.  We have a duty to make something of the past and to live meaningfully by it into more than merely human future. 
	The consequence is that when we look at any account of the past—whether of religion or science, or war, or economics or the family—we are looking mostly at matter.  Hence, we assume a physics of history in this course.  Spirit rarely figures into history.  The truly personal has no place in history—until we get to what the impersonal past means to us, to those of us who study it (see Emerson).
Put another way, you are a soul, and you are a bodily and cultural product.  The former is not part of history, but by the latter, you are a product of the past.  Hence, this course has both cultural and personal objectives.  You are to acquire some of the knowledge expected of the best members of this culture.  You are to acquire a sense of your position in the sweep of history.  You will be exposed to the geographical regions and to the ideas listed below.

Areas to be covered
· Europe
· East and South Asia
· The Middle (or Near) East
· Central and South America
· Africa
Ideas Actualized in this Period
· Migration, Greed and Violence (movement, exchange, accumulation, aggression)
· Knowledge and Minds, Matter and Bodiest
· Change, Evolution, Revolution, Progress, Decline (the only certainty is change)
· Repetition, Resonance, Stasis (history repeats itself)
· Ignorance, Subjection, Slavery, Labor, Rebellion, Liberty, Democracy, Bureaucracy
· The West as City, Nations as Neighborhoods 

Books, all REQUIRED. 
There is a great deal of reading in this course, and you must be able to complete all of it and comprehend it.  
Sources of World Societies, vol. 2, since 1450 by Gainty and Ward
Connections: A World History, vol. 2, by Judge and Langdon

Instructor 
Eric Buck, PhD, is a philosopher in his 16th year of teaching philosophies eastern and western.  Prior to becoming a philosopher, he managed a cooperative supermarket and directed educational and religious programs for teens.  He hails from a farm in Maine and still finds the soil an important part of the harmony of life.  
Contact him at: embuck@bhcc.mass.edu. Or leave a voicemail at 617-228-2097, ext. 6627.
To initiate digital communication with you, individually or as a group, I use the email that you are assigned through BHCC.  If you write to me from another email address, I will respond to you, but for those emails that I originate, I only use what is on file.  Please check that account regularly during the term.
Office Hours: If you need more than a few moments before or after class to talk about something or wish to discuss ideas, schedule an appointment.  The office is located at B336 (be sure to use the proper door).

Work and Grading
Grading and Notation System for officially recorded grades (from college catalog)
A Equivalent to a numerical grade of 94 - 100 .......................................................... 4.00
A- Equivalent to a numerical grade of 90 - 93 ........................................................... 3.70
B+ Equivalent to a numerical grade of 87 - 89 .......................................................... 3.30
B Equivalent to a numerical grade of 83 - 86 ............................................................. 3.00
B- Equivalent to a numerical grade of 80 – 82 ........................................................... 2.70
C+ Equivalent to a numerical grade of 77 - 79 .......................................................... 2.30
C Equivalent to a numerical grade of 70 - 76 ............................................................ 2.00
D Equivalent to a numerical grade of 60 - 69 ............................................................ 1.00
F Equivalent to a numerical grade of 0 - 59 ............................................................... none
W Official withdrawal from a course (Nov 13 is deadline); no credit ................... none
WA Administrative withdrawal from a course; no credit earned ........................... none

Students will take three exams during the course (scheduled for Oct 9, Nov 18, Dec 18), each worth 25% of your final grade. Exam questions will be distributed separately in the second week of the term.  
Exams require that you absorb knowledge from both readings and lectures.  The requirement of the exams forces an encounter that you might otherwise resist, an encounter that will unearth possibilities for learning that are deeply buried.  You should also participate in class discussions in order to prepare for the exams.  The exams do not measure but challenge your memory, thinking, and ability to synthesize various ideas and to express yourself.  In the challenge is the growth.  They will confront you with facts, but facts of a philosophical nature.  Do everything you can to optimize your participation, since this will be the best preparation.  That means asking questions, trying to answer questions posed either directly to you or to the group as a whole, reading all the assigned reading for each class and being ready to discuss it, and taking notes.  Bring no materials to class the day of the exam but a pen.  
Students will also complete the Research Project (25% of the final grade).  An assignment sheet detailing the requirements will be distributed during the second week of the term.  In brief it will require employing primary and secondary sources in defense of a proposition.

Attendance
Every complete absence reduces your final grade by 3%.  You are automatically excused for one complete absence and for up to three (3) partial absences (arriving late or leaving early—no reasons asked for or accepted).  At the 4th partial absence, they count as a complete absences.  Since I accept no excuses for absences beyond these and most everyone gets sick, you must manage your absences carefully.  

Having the Best Chance at Success
· Attend every class.  On time.  Stay the whole time.  Turn off all electronic devices.
· Read so that you can refer to the readings in answer to questions asked in class.  Most discussions will begin with what the text says, not with your opinion.
· Ask questions, answer them.  The class discussions are not graded, so get into it.  It’s good to risk being wrong, bad to have nothing to say.  If you have a hard time formulating thoughts on the spot, write it down and offer it when you can.
· Talk to your fellow students.  Disagree with them, argue with them (about ideas, not personalities).
· Talk to the instructor.  Keeping him in the dark is the worst method.
· If you miss class, contact the teacher by email or in person at the following class to find out what you missed.  The instructor will not do this for you.  
· If you’re running behind in completing your work, if you don’t understand something (either the content of the course or the expectations about your work), talk to the instructor.
· If you find your writing is judged as inadequate, the college provides tutoring.  Use it, for it is easy to believe wrongly that reading well results in writing well.  
· If you are having life difficulties, talk to the instructor, who will direct you to the appropriate assistance in the college.


Reading, Exam and Assignment Schedule
For each day’s reading, write down one question that you may be asked to pose in class.  Prepare to answer aloud any question based on the reading.
Caveat lector: This schedule is subject to adjustment at the discretion of the instructor.
Connections = Connections: A World History, vol. 2, since 1400; 			Sources = Sources of World Societies vol. 2, since 1450.

Week one
W September 4 Go over course mechanics.  Hand out Emerson and Mumford reading.

Alpha Period: Localism
Week two
M 9 Reading to prepare: Emerson handout.  Visit library.
W 11 The planet as a whole before the European era. Reading to prepare – Mumford handout. 

Week three
M 16 East Asia before Europe. Reading to prepare Connections, ch 21: 465-488; and Sources ch 21, #1-5 (118-135)
W 18 South Asia before Europe. Reading to prepare: Connections 22: 489-501

Week four
M 23 Asia in general before Europe.  No reading to prepare (but you can always read ahead).
W 25 The Middle East before Europe. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 22: 502-508, Sources ch 20#1-4 (99-113)

Week five
M 30 The Middle East before Europe. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 30: 692-700; Sources 20#5 (113-114). Hand out Galeano reading.
W October 2 Central and Southern Africa before Europe. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 23: 511-514, Sources ch 19#1, 3 (79-82, 85-86)

Week six
M 7 Central and South America before Europe. Reading to prepare – Eduardo Galeano, from Memory of Fire, vol. 1, Genesis; and Sources 16#4-6 (13-24)
W 9 First Exam

Beta Period: Westernization (by means of Europe)
Week seven
M 14 NO CLASS
W 16 Europe as intellectual engine. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 20: 441-455; Sources ch 18 (51-78)

Week eight
M 21 European intellect applied to government. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 24:534-554 and ch 25: 558-578; Sources 17 (31-50)
W 23 Trade as flow of materials within an area. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 19: 417-438 and 20:455-462; Sources 20#6 (114-117) and 23 (160-179)

Week nine
M 28 Expansion of trade, creation of markets, acquisition of raw materials. Reading to prepare – Connections 27:608-617 and 29:668-678.  Essay photocopies due.
W 30 Slavery, and Labor. Reading to prepare –Connections ch 23: 514-531; Sources 19#3-6 (85-98)

Week ten
M November 4 Labor, and Slavery’s decline. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 27: 617-636 and 30:700-714
W 6 Colonialism. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 19:417-438	

Week eleven
M 11 – NO CLASS
W 13 Colonialism and Hegemony. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 29: 678-690 and 30:692-716; and Sources 25 and 26 (198-241).  Essay outline or draft due.

Gamma Period: Westernism as Globalism
Week twelve
M 18 Second Exam
W 20 Responses: Revolution and Nationalism. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 26: 581-606 and 28: 640-655; and Sources ch 22 (140-58) and 27 (243-66), and 29 (299-323)

Week thirteen
M 25 Responses: Unions and Dehegemonization. Reading to prepare - Sources 24 (180-97) and 28#3 (279-281), and 32#1, 2 (376-88)
W 27 Conflict of Old Powers: the First Last War. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 31: 718-745, Sources 28#1, 2, 4, 5, 6 (267-79, 281-98)

Week fourteen
M December 2 Western Economics: Capitalism and Socialism.  Conflict of Old Powers: the Second World War. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 31: 735-739 and 32: 747-762 767-771 and 33: 776-804, Sources 30 (325-47)
W 4 Abstraction of Conflict: The Threat of the Nuclear Third. Reading to prepare – Connections ch 34: 806-833, Sources 31

Week fifteen
M 9 Abstraction of Conflict: Sublimation of hostilities into economics.  Reading to prepare – Connections ch 35: 835-860, Sources ch 32 #3-6 (388-406) and 33 (407-36)
W 11 Unraveling of the Order. Reading to prepare – Connections 32: 762-766 and 36: 862-888 and 37:890-916; and Sources ch 34 (438-77).  	Essay is Due

Finals week
W Dec 18 10:30 am to 12:30 pm – Final Exam
