History of Western Civilization I (HIS 101-70) - Syllabus
Monday and Wednesday 10-11:15 am
January 22 to May 7, 2014 A.D
Chelsea campus 207


Professor (adjunct): Dr. Eric Buck
Email: embuck@bhcc.mass.edu
Voicemail at 617-228-2097, ext. 6627

Office Hours: By appointment, at Chelsea or at Charlestown
Online document depot: www.corvidcollege.org 
“This course covers a multi-disciplinary survey of the evolution of Western civilization from its roots in ancient world through the medieval and early modern periods. It examines artistic, ideological, economic, social, and political questions in order to assist students to understand the development of modern Western culture.” (BHCC Catalog)

We make a slow study of history.[footnoteRef:1]  It has potential to influence one’s life, and differs from information processing, which is fast and cheap and out of control.  We don’t pass over the surface, we dive down.  We don’t scratch the skin, we dig into the marrow.   [1:  History by name is a western discipline.  The word is part of a western language, and part of European and American patrimony.  We must also say the same for words like medieval and early modern, and classical or ancient world.  The very things they refer to also grew up in a western world, a world pronouncedly different from eastern worlds and from what has come to be called (another western name) Africa.  In short, we are trapped in our western identity.  And that’s a good thing.  At least we know all the words we use in the discipline of history fit the objects of study.
] 

We emphasize the scintillations of ideas and of the work of Spirit over the tedium of matter, which just multiplies bodies and shuffles them around the earth, frequently through war, always through plunder.  The only thing of real interest in the study of history is the ideas instigated simultaneously with, or in response to what actually took place, not what took place itself.   We study what took place only in order to acquire more facility with ideas—with understanding.
Instructor
Eric Buck, PhD in philosophy, University of Kentucky.  Instructor and professor of philosophy since 1997 in Virginia, Kentucky, Montana, and Massachusetts, he is founder of and still teacher in the alternative Corvid College in the Greater Boston area.  He is also an adjunct professor at Bentley University in the philosophy department.
Reading
You will not succeed in this class without reading the books thoroughly and attentively. But this means reading with your ears.  The ears have direct access to the heart-mind, the organ of thought, and the organ of making something of what you encounter, because it is also the organ of commitment.  To support your attentive reading, you will be submitting answers to some questions after each day’s reading.
The books, both REQUIRED, are The West: Encounters and Transformations, 4th edition by Levack, Muir, and Veldman; and Sources of The Making of the West, 4th edition by Lualdi.  Buy or rent both.
Goals
That you will discover a love of history, develop thoughtfulness, an appreciation for human ingenuity, a sense of you being at the end (or the leading edge) of a vast train of ancestors, and an idea that history is a story of the meaning of existence.
Tasks
First, YOU MUST BE IN CLASS. Second, YOU MUST DO ALL THE WORK.  If this is your first term, here is one thing you should know and put into practice: you have the main responsibility for your education in college.  In college, once the syllabus has been put into your hands, most of the factors in your success are yours.  You must reach out to the instructor when you are having a hard time, have questions, or are confused.  Do not wait until late in the term to try to get things right.  Take responsibility for yourself, right now and continually throughout the term.  Prepare all assignments before showing up to class.  Do not make your instructors print out your papers from emails.  Take responsibility for your work months before it is due.  Take responsibility for yourself because it is a sign that you are maturing.  Take responsibility for your self, cultivate your self, become intellectually independent and then intellectually collaborative—which you will be if you study everything you read.
	Work
	Points for final grade

	Reading answers
	20

	Exams
	10, 15, 15, 20

	Orating Rhetoricals    OR    Book Report
	20



Grading 
Notation System (from college catalog), but I use the full 100 points of the scale.

90 - 100 class points = A ... 4.00 grade points
80 - 89 class points = A- ... 3.70 grade points
74 - 79 class points = B+ ... 3.30 grade points
67 - 73 class points = B …. 3.00 grade points
60 – 66 class points = B- … 2.70 grade points
50 - 59 class points = C+ … 2.30 grade points
40 - 49 class points = C …. 2.00 grade points
20 - 39 class points = D …. 1.00 grade points
0 - 19 class points = F .......... no grade points
Students attending no class meetings during the first four weeks of the semester are withdrawn from the course & receive the grade designation for Non-Attendance (NA).

Late submissions automatically lose 10% of the possible points.
On written submissions, I expect standard English usage.  All around you, spoken English changes rapidly and is subject to pop-culture forces.  Advertising English is prone to fashions and distortions even of punctuation, and is careless to the point of stupidity.  Though this be true, you are not allowed such deviations in academic writing.  Part of the game of scholarship is conformity to a standard.  Submitted work that shows neglect of the art or science of writing is subject to a 10% loss of points.
I should say that I am just enough of a Luddite to allow you to submit legible handwritten work on clean lined paper (double-spaced).  Handwriting is less prone to annoying typos, like improper use of apostrophes.  
Dishonesty, Stealing Another’s work, Cheating
I am an enemy of cheating and plagiarizing.  In this course if you use the work of scholars who have worked before you to find, describe, and explain the objects you are working on—GIVE THEM CREDIT.  Whether by accident or intention, if you make someone else’s writing appear to be your own, you will receive a zero on the assignment.  You hear that?  A zero—whether accidental or intentional.  Make sure you know when and how to cite your sources.  Get help if you do not remember.  No excuses.

Reading and Assignment Schedule for the 3rd edition of The West
Key: Spelled-out numbers (“One,” “Two”) indicate chapters, followed by numeral page numbers (“10-17”). P indicates page number.  F indicates a question from the “Taking it Further” section.
Readings from the Sources of the Making of the West will be assigned as appropriate in class.
	Week/date
	Monday
	Wednesday

	1 
Jan 22
	----------------------------
	Intro – When should we start numbering or counting the years?
The Peoples of the northwest of the globe 25000, 15000, 10000, and 8000 years ago. 
The three axes of history

	2
27/29
	Read map on 6, ch One: 10-17. Submit answers to p. 41 question 1, in class only.
New Stone Age
	Read One: 17-41. Submit answers to p. 41 questions 2, 3 and F 3.
Mesopotamia and Egypt

	3     
Feb
3/5
	Read Two: 42-64. Submit answers to p 75 questions 1, 2.
Bronze age: Babylonian, Assyrian, Minoan, Mycenean, Phoenician, Hittite
	Read Two: 64-75. Submit answers to p 75 questions 3 and F 1.
Bronze age: Hebrews

	4
10/12
	F I R S T  E X A M

	Read Three: 76-98. Submit answers to p 107 questions 1, 2 and F 1.
Greece I: Political, Social; Persia

	5
17/19
	 N O   C L A S S
	Choice due: either the book for reporting or the rhetorical for orating
Read Four: 108-123. Submit answers to p 135 questions 1, 2.
Greece II: Cultural, Alexander, Celts

	6
24/26
	Read Three: 99-107 and Four: 124-135. Submit answers to p 107 questions 3 and F 2.
Greece III: International, Cultural, Hellenism
	Read Five: 136-167. Submit answers to p 167 questions 1, 3.
Rome I: kingdoms, republic, law

	7   
Mar 3/5
	Read Six: 168-188. Submit answers to p 201 questions 1, 2.
Rome II: Empire and others, economy
	Read Six: 188-201. Submit answers to p 167 question F 1 and p 201 questions 3 and F 1.
Rome III/Christianity I: Culture, Literature, Religion

	8
10/12
	Read Seven: 202-231. Submit answers to p 201 question F 2 and p 231 questions 2, 4.
Christianity II: Fall of Rome
	E X A M  T W O

	17/19
	S P R I N G  B R E A K
	S P R I N G  B R E A K

	9
24/26
	Read Eight: 232-261. Submit answers to p 261 questions 1, 2, and F 3.
Christianity III: Byzantium and Islam
	Read Nine: 262-287. Submit answers to p 296 questions 1, and F 1, 2.
Christianity IV: Latin, Charlemagne et. al.

	10 
Mar 31
Apr 2
	Read Nine: 288-296 and Ten: 298-322. Submit answers to p 296 question 4 and p 329 questions 1, 2.
Christianity V: Crusades, Medievalism, Political Romanism
	Read Ten: 322-329 and Eleven: 330-353. Submit answers to p 329 question F 1 and p 363 question 2.
Christianity VI: Crisis and Decline

	11
7/9
	Read Eleven: 353-363 and Twelve: 364-388. Submit answers to p 363 question 6 and p 393 question 2.
European Renaissance
	Read Twelve: 388-393. Submit answers to p 393 question 3.
Early Modern Nation-States

	12
14/16
	E X A M  T H R E E
	Read Thirteen: 394-425. Submit answers to p 425 questions 3 and F 3.
Europe on the Move: Columbus, etc.

	13
21/23
	Read Fourteen: 426-455. Submit answers to p 455 questions 1, 4, and F 1.
Reformation I
	Read Fifteen: 456-491. Submit answers to p 490 questions 1, 4.
Reformation II

	14
28/30
	Read Seventeen: 528-551. Submit answers to p 551 questions 3, 4, F 2.
(Skipping the tedious story of matter) Science and Intellect (Greece all over?)
	Read Nineteen: 596-616. Submit answers to p 616 questions 3, 4.
The European Enlightenment

	15 
May
5/7
	Read Eighteen: 552-584.  Submit answers to p 584 questions 2, 3, 4.
Systematizing Plunder (only now a system, because no externals or exceptions).  And yet at times spirit has prevailed.
Research Presentations and papers submitted in class.
	E X A M  F O U R




