Assignment 3 
The Decision Essay
[bookmark: _GoBack]Having developed a picture and account of your Ethical Situation, and shown what you can say about an ethical issue and the major ethical theories, now you will make a decision.  This project is meant to deal with the primary ethical problem (though perhaps not the one that a college catalog would identify for you), namely, to become a certain sort of person, fully recognizing the cost.  Becoming that kind of person demands a commitment, even a vow, and this project is the plan to fulfill that vow.  It also requires altruistic thinking and habituation, for any ethical life that begins and ends in the self is barely an ethic.  Such a life denies the basic condition of every life: that she or he is social.  Each man and woman is a socio-individual.  So an individual life goes best when it is part of the life of an ethical community.  Hence the reason for choosing one’s community and thereby one’s ethic.   Success in this project depends on being able to imagine the community in detail through experiences of aspects of it in the real world.
1. Choose your ethical community
a. Give an account of the ethical communities to which you belong or think you should belong.  This is the other end of the ethical community question of assignment 1.
i. Comprehensively describe life in this ethical community.  Who are its heroes or exemplars?  What typical common work does it undertake?  What sets it apart from surrounding populations & communities?
ii. What costs or difficulties are there for belonging to this community?
iii. How will your ethical situation be enriched & your ethical mastery facilitated by such a community? What ideals does it express about human and social life?  
iv. Discuss how your issue from assignment 2 is dealt with in the context of the ethical community.  This will serve as a test case for whether this community really is the one to produce your ideal.
2. Choose your ethic or ideal
a. Giving renewed consideration to your ranked list of values, and paying special attention to the top and bottom of the list, does this arrangement constitutes the ideal of a human life.  Is it the life ethic you think you should adhere to?  
b. Does this value ranking conform to the ethics defined by the community you have identified?  Discuss how you will more closely conform your life to the community to which you think you should belong. Consider shared work, mutual care, etc.

Length 1500-2000 words
Portion of final grade 35%.  Due December 18, 3:30 pm
